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after family for over 200 years has 
risked it all to come here and risked it 
all to make sure their kids have more 
opportunities tomorrow than those 
parents have today. 

Our captains of industry, our entre-
preneurs are telling us that govern-
ment regulations, government over-
spending, government borrowing, ris-
ing debt is crushing that dream for the 
next generation of America. That’s not 
news. President Obama knew it when 
he was running for election and he 
knew it after he got elected. We just 
need a willing partner to work with us 
today to solve that problem. 

I’ll go back to Home Depot again. It’s 
just a fantastic Atlanta company that 
has grown around the world. Bernie 
Marcus, a tremendous philanthropist 
in Atlanta, gives of his time and his re-
sources to every worthy cause in town 
to try to make sure his neighbors are 
taken care of. He believes to whom 
much is given, much is expected. He 
lives up to that model every day. He 
says this: 

Having built a small business into a big 
one, I can tell you that today the impedi-
ments that the government imposes are im-
possible to deal with. 

Bernie Marcus, a huge philan-
thropist, a wildly successful entre-
preneur, looks out at the landscape 
today and says the impediments put 
forward by government are impossible 
to deal with. He goes on to say: 

Home Depot would never have succeeded if 
we tried to start it today. Every day rules 
and regulations from a group of Washington 
bureaucrats who know nothing about run-
ning a business—and I mean every day—is 
becoming stifling. 

Let’s go back to that chart, Mr. 
Speaker. This is what Bernie Marcus is 
talking about, regulations coming out 
every day. 

The Federal Register is published 
every day. You can pick it up at your 
local Federal depository library. Some-
times it’s this thick and sometimes it’s 
this thick. And for the last year, and 
last year alone, this government, the 
Federal Government—not the State 
governments, not the local govern-
ments—the Federal Government, and 
the Federal Government alone, im-
posed $33.9 billion in new requirements 
on Americans, requirements that, by 
the government’s own estimation, are 
going to take 81 million hours to fill 
out. That is 40,000 full-time workers 
working every hour of every day for a 
year creating nothing, no productivity, 
only complying with Federal regula-
tions. 

I’ll finish, Mr. Speaker, where I 
began, and that’s why it matters. 

This is that chart of debt in America, 
borrowing from the Federal Govern-
ment. I read the President’s words, Mr. 
Speaker, where he said it was irrespon-
sible to allow our children to have 
amassed a $30,000 per child debt under 
the Bush administration. That debt, 
Mr. Speaker, is fast approaching $60,000 
for every child under the Obama ad-
ministration. And if we do nothing, 

this red line of debt, Mr. Speaker, that 
destroys opportunity, that destroys 
America as we know it, continues if we 
do nothing. 

We can’t ignore this problem away, 
Mr. Speaker. We must do something. 
So year after year, Mr. Speaker—it 
makes it sound like I’m an old hand at 
this. In the 3 years I’ve been here—2 
years and 2 months—this House has 
presented a budget every single year, 
budgets that make tough choices, 
budgets that challenge each and every 
one of us to set those priorities of 
things that must happen versus those 
priorities of things that we would like 
to happen versus those priorities of 
things that we could really do without 
if it means a better America tomorrow. 

Three years in a row, Mr. Speaker, 
we’ve been touching things that the 
prognosticators said would never be 
touched. Folks said Medicare was 
doomed to failure, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause no Congress would ever be bold 
enough to do those things necessary to 
save it for another generation. But all 
3 years I’ve been here, all three budgets 
I’ve had the pleasure of helping to 
produce, we made those tough choices 
and made those vital changes. 

To fail to reform Medicare is to de-
stroy it. To fail to reform Medicare is 
to end it forever. In 2023, it runs out of 
money, Mr. Speaker. We all know it. 
Those aren’t my numbers. Those aren’t 
your numbers. Those are the numbers 
from the Medicare actuaries downtown 
working for President Obama. In 2023, 
there is no more money. 

How many of us have family mem-
bers who rely on that program, Mr. 
Speaker? We do them no favors by ig-
noring the problem and careening to-
wards that failure. We do the respon-
sible thing, the hard thing, by making 
those tough choices, as we have in this 
budget, that will save that program 
not just for my mom and dad, not just 
for your parents and your grand-
parents, but for more generations to 
come. 

Our responsibility here, Mr. Speaker, 
is not to scare America. Our responsi-
bility here is not to tell America whom 
to blame. Our responsibility here is to 
serve America and make the tough de-
cisions that previous Congresses have 
not. 

There are two paths, Mr. Speaker, 
two paths. I’m not going to tell you the 
path we’ve laid out in the Budget Com-
mittee is an easy path. It’s not. When 
you’ve been living beyond your 
means—and I mean $1 trillion beyond 
your means each year. Thirty-three 
cents out of every $1 the Federal Gov-
ernment spends is borrowed. When 
you’ve been living that far beyond your 
means, change is hard; but it’s the 
right thing to do and, I tell you, it’s 
the only thing to do. 

This chart, Mr. Speaker, that shows 
the red chart of where America is head-
ed today. I only ran that chart out to 
2023. The truth of matter is—and you 
can see for yourself the Congressional 
Budget Office numbers at www.cbo.gov, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The models we have that predict eco-
nomic growth in this country, they 
stop working in about 30 years because 
they cannot calculate, they cannot see, 
they cannot imagine in those models 
how America could still exist as an 
economy having borrowed as much 
money as it will have borrowed in 30 
years if we do nothing. The models 
break—there is a little asterisk. At 
cbo.gov—see it for yourself—there’s a 
little asterisk that says we can’t pre-
dict that we could even continue be-
yond this point. 

PAUL RYAN is fond of saying that this 
is the most predictable crisis America 
has ever faced. Everyone, every man 
and woman in every seat from the most 
liberal Democrat to the most conserv-
ative Republican, every Congressperson 
knows the economic destruction that 
awaits us if we choose to do nothing. 

Folks have been asking all day, Mr. 
Speaker: What’s the ‘‘there’’ there in 
the PAUL RYAN budget, and what is the 
House Budget Committee budget? What 
I hope next week will be the House 
budget, what I hope before the April 15 
deadline will be the law of the land, 
will be the American budget, the 
‘‘there’’ there is that we shift direc-
tions from a pathway that will most 
certainly mean the end of opportunity 
for our children to a pathway that will 
mean more opportunity for our chil-
dren than even you and I have had, Mr. 
Speaker. 

We are not in this Chamber talking 
about numbers. We are in this Chamber 
talking about people. And if we fail to 
act, the devastation, the destruction is 
not going to be measured in red lines 
on a ledger. It’s going to be measured 
in real pain for real families, and it 
doesn’t have to be that way. 

I urge all of my colleagues, Mr. 
Speaker, to give prayerful consider-
ation to the House budget. Dig deep 
into these numbers, dig deep into these 
choices. That is what America is. It is 
about making the tough choices. 

We have the freedom to succeed, and 
we have the freedom to fail. To date, 
Mr. Speaker, Congresses have been 
adopting the freedom to fail. We can 
change that this year. And I urge my 
colleagues in the Senate and I urge the 
President to join us in that quest. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

b 1420 

THE BUDGET AND THE 
ADMINISTRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. It’s always an honor to be 
recognized here on the floor of the 
United States House. I want to follow 
up on what my dear friend Mr. 
WOODALL was pointing out. 

With the amount of red ink that 
we’ve had, there is no person, there is 
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no business, there is no charity, there 
is no family that could continue to 
spend like this government is spending. 
The trouble is, yes, this administration 
is driving this truck right toward and 
off the cliff. They are so fond of talking 
about cliffs. We’ve been heading for a 
big one. The one at the first of the year 
was just a bump. It was nothing com-
pared to the overall collapse we’re 
headed for, along the lines that the So-
viet Union faced back in the late 
eighties. 

There are stories about how they 
were trying to borrow money, but they 
had continued to spend, of course, in 
trying to catch up with our missile de-
fense. They knew they had to match 
that if they were going to remain a su-
perpower. The great vision of Ronald 
Reagan had pushed that. He understood 
that continuing to push a doctrine of 
MAD, mutually assured destruction, 
really was mad. It was nuts. Why not 
develop defensive weapons so that, if 
there were a mistake, there would at 
least be a chance to stop it? 

The Soviet Union, the Soviet system, 
is where you’re rewarded not by how 
well you work, not by how productive 
you are, but because you exist. It’s a 
very noble system, a very noble idea, 
but it doesn’t work—it always goes 
bankrupt—and the SDI, the missile de-
fense, just helped push them there a 
whole lot faster. So they got to the 
point, because they had spent so much, 
that they couldn’t borrow any more 
money. They owed so much that they 
knew there was no way they could ever 
print money fast enough unless they 
went back to the pre-World War II days 
when people used wheelbarrows, figu-
ratively speaking, to get a loaf of 
bread. They knew that they couldn’t do 
that. Then when there was no other 
way, they finally had to announce: the 
Soviet Union is now out of business. 

It’s so ironic. A free market system 
never collapses. It only fails when peo-
ple who are not well-educated enough— 
and they can have all kinds of degrees. 
They could be like the late Mrs. Milam 
in my hometown when I was growing 
up, who used to say, He may have a 
Ph.D., but he’s a P-H-U-L fool. She 
probably had a third grade education, 
but she was absolutely brilliant. So we 
have a lot of people like Mrs. Milam 
who talk about those who have Ph.D.’s, 
but they’re P-H-U-L fools, and they 
don’t understand that socialism 
doesn’t work, it won’t work, it can’t 
work in this world. So the Soviet 
Union went bankrupt. 

If people think it cannot happen 
here, well, I can assure everyone, Mr. 
Speaker, it will happen here unless we 
get responsible, and a pox on the Re-
publican’s House for not doing every-
thing we possibly could to stop the 
Democrats in the Senate and the 
Democratic President from heading 
faster and faster toward that cliff. For-
tunately, in recent days, because we 
have taken a great stand, we slowed 
this truck down. We’re still heading 
there. 

Then we have people basically throw-
ing a temper tantrum because they 
didn’t get every dime that they want-
ed. Yes, government has increased 20 
percent. Their entire budgets have in-
creased 20 or so percent. Oh, they’re 
getting more money than they’ve ever 
gotten in history, but try to, not cut 
them, but just slow that big rate of 
growth down. If we just slow it a little 
bit, we get a temper tantrum: 

Oh, yeah? So what if it’s going to 
bankrupt us? If you’re not going to 
give us all the money, well, we’re going 
to let law enforcement go so they 
won’t be there to protect you. And do 
you know what? Kids who need vac-
cinations to keep from being diseased— 
we’re going to spend the money else-
where, and we’re going to let them go 
without vaccinations so they can get 
disease. Do you know what? For the 
kids that need education, we’re going 
to prioritize money elsewhere so they 
don’t have teachers; 

Now we found out that the adminis-
tration official who stood up and said, 
Yeah, they’re getting pink slips, that 
he didn’t know what he was talking 
about. Unfortunately, there is far too 
much of that going on these days; 

We were also told, Well, we don’t 
know who in this administration is re-
sponsible. This stuff just happens. 
Doors magically opened. Some of us be-
lieve that an act of God opened the jail 
during New Testament times for the 
Apostle Paul and Silas, but the admin-
istration has not given any indication 
of an act of God that opened jail cells, 
and they’re not sure who opened them. 
Maybe it was an act of God, because 
they can’t account for how all of these 
people who were in jail just all of a 
sudden got released; 

But isn’t it interesting it just hap-
pened to coincide with the administra-
tion’s threat: give us all the money or 
else. Disease will take over because 
we’re not going to let people have their 
vaccinations. We’re going to let law en-
forcement go so crime will take over 
unless you give us all the money. Not 
only that, criminals will magically be 
released. Give us all the money or else. 
When all of those things didn’t work 
and when the sequestration was mov-
ing forward, Oh, yeah? Well, we told 
you the American people were going to 
hurt, so now you don’t get to come 
through the White House anymore. 

How petty. 
Now, I did file an amendment to try 

to bring home the point and try to snap 
people at the administration out of 
whatever stupor they were in to think, 
Oh, we’ll just hurt the kids, the vet-
erans, the seniors, those who are com-
ing, maybe, for most of them, for the 
only time they’ll ever come to tour the 
White House. We’ll just let them suffer. 
We won’t let them in. Then that will 
make them mad, and we’ll tell them 
it’s all the Republicans’ fault. 

They don’t understand, because we 
haven’t done a good enough job of mes-
saging it. 

But here in Congress, for the last 2 
years—not the Senate, as they weren’t 

going to allow their budgets to be cut 
at all. But here in the House, where the 
Republicans have been in charge, I’ve 
been quite critical of our Speaker—I 
continue to be so—but it was his order, 
and we cut our own budgets over 2 
years about 11.5 percent. I think it was 
a good thing to do, but it shouldn’t 
have stopped there. We needed to use 
that for moral authority to make sure 
that every government agency did the 
same thing. 

So, in the last 2 years, the 435 people 
in this body—all of us, every single one 
of the 435 Members of the House—have 
lost about 11.5 percent of our budgets 
that we don’t have to spend. So, in our 
case, if you lose somebody, you just 
don’t replace him, and you just get by. 
I am so grateful I have staff who, at 
least not to me, don’t seem to fuss 
about 50-hour, 60-hour weeks and about 
getting emails at all hours of the day 
and night. 

b 1430 

I think I stopped emailing them this 
morning about 4:30 or so. I don’t expect 
them to answer my emails in the wee 
hours of the morning, but they’re hard 
workers. 

This is a tough, very difficult, stress-
ful environment. And in this environ-
ment where we’re doing battle with the 
Senate to try to get them to do their 
job, to have a budget, to be responsible, 
to have a responsible budget, to do no 
more harm to the American economy, 
American rights, it’s often a battle, 
legislative battle. And yet we have 
been going into the battle for the last 
two years as we cut our budgets about 
111⁄2 percent. And we did it. And we still 
provide every single constituent serv-
ice that we did before the 111⁄2 percent 
was cut, and we will continue to do 
that. That’s part of our job. 

Because of the sequester, we’re going 
to lose another 8 percent or so, a little 
over 8 percent, as I understand. So, in 
effect, around 20 percent over 3 years 
we will have lost of our budget. 

One night this week I had so many 
individuals from my district. I think it 
was originally going to be about 120: 
one group of 16, one group of 25, one 
group of 3, one group of 2, one group of 
8, on and on. All these groups. It added 
up to 120, 130 people. And most of them 
were so brokenhearted. The big school 
groups, one school group of 81 people 
was coming up here. They were not 
part of that group Tuesday night, but I 
have another group of 81 coming up. 
They were so excited about getting to 
see the White House. 

So I’m doing all I can to make sure 
that the people from my district who 
have come to Washington, who are bro-
kenhearted over the little temper tan-
trum, whoever had it, that decided, No 
more, no, you can’t come to our house 
anymore. Yes, it’s your house. Yes, 
you’re paying for all of it, but we’re 
not going to let you in the house you’re 
paying for, because we’re mad because 
we had a 2 percent cut from the billion 
or so dollars that we had to spend. 
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I understand the disappointment. 

And one of the things that I hope when 
my time is done in Congress, is I will 
have inspired someone during one of 
our night tours through the Capitol to 
do something far greater than I could 
have ever done. I was inspired in high 
school. It didn’t inspire me to want to 
be in Congress. But I was just so in-
spired by history going all over the 
Capitol. Back then you didn’t need a 
Representative to take you around the 
Capitol. You just needed to come into 
the Capitol. There were no metal detec-
tors. You just came into the Capitol 
and walked around. It seemed like 
there was more that you could read 
about what went on here. 

On Tuesday night we had a tour, and 
I told the group when we started we 
can stop at any time, I’ll stop telling 
these historical stories about the his-
tory of this place, but they didn’t want 
to stop. It went on and on, about a 31⁄2 
hour tour. I think we finished around 
11:30, something like that. 

But I push to do that for folks, not 
because our budget hadn’t been cut 20 
percent as it’s being cut, but because 
this is the people’s House. Down Penn-
sylvania Avenue that way, that’s the 
people’s house. And they deserve to 
have that opportunity. 

Now, the reason we know that I’m 
not breaking the rule—I’m not saying 
the President had a temper tantrum 
because he said he’s not the one that 
called off the tour, so we don’t know 
who had it. Somebody did. He said that 
was a Secret Service decision. Well, 
then we find out it wasn’t a Secret 
Service decision. They don’t have the 
power to make that kind of call. It has 
to come from somebody in the White 
House. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope—it’s nice to be 
around the President, he’s a likable 
man, beautiful family—whoever, Mr. 
Speaker, is making these decisions, 
having their little temper tantrum, 
shutting off tours, things like that, 
whoever is doing all that, I wish they 
would step up over to the White House 
and let the President know, ‘‘Mr. Presi-
dent, I’m the one who had the temper 
tantrum and shut down the tours; I’m 
the one that’s making these decisions 
over here; I know you didn’t do it, Mr. 
President. I wish whoever it was would 
step up so we can know who’s making 
the decisions at the White House. 

We would like to get to the bottom of 
Benghazi so we can find out who’s 
making the decisions. Secretary Clin-
ton said the buck stopped with her; and 
then after a hearing, it turns out she 
couldn’t really remember where the 
buck was. And it would be a comedy of 
error, except there are dead Americans. 

And it didn’t stop there. It bled over 
into Algeria, and more Americans were 
killed. It continues today, and we still 
can’t get to the bottom of what hap-
pened in Benghazi. Some like our 
former Secretary of State would say, 
What difference does it make? Well, it 
makes a difference to the families of 
those who were killed in the service of 

their country; it makes a difference to 
the families of those who will be killed 
in the future in the service of the 
United States because we can’t get 
someone to come forward and explain 
exactly what happened. 

Now we get a story here dated March 
15—that would be today—from Cath-
erine Herridge at Fox News, who does a 
terrific job of digging out facts, and she 
reports on information that should 
have come out months ago, 6 months 
ago. But we can’t get straight answers 
so we don’t know how to go about pre-
venting future Americans from being 
killed so that their families don’t have 
to suffer. 

And Catherine Herridge points out 
that three diplomatic security agents 
were among the Americans injured dur-
ing the terrorist attack last September 
on the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, ac-
cording to a State Department official 
speaking exclusively to Fox News. Ac-
cording to the official who confirmed 
Fox’s reporting on the condition of an-
onymity, two were injured, including 
one seriously, at the CIA facility 
known as the ‘‘annex,’’ and a third suf-
fered smoke inhalation at the Con-
sulate where Ambassador Chris Ste-
vens was killed. 

Now, somebody is reporting on the 
condition of anonymity, and unfortu-
nately this ought to be reported pub-
licly. And we’ve long since given up on 
this administration being anything but 
in last place when it comes to trans-
parency. But the hope that springs in-
ternal in the human breast causes us 
the hope that surely at some point a 
light will go on and someone will say, 
You know, we promised for years that 
we would be the most transparent, just 
like Jimmy Carter promised. 

And, really, we prosecuted more peo-
ple for trying to be transparent in gov-
ernment than any other administra-
tion. We have shut off more informa-
tion. This administration has gone fur-
ther than that. They turned over boxes 
and boxes of documents that prove and 
are relevant to American individuals 
and American groups funding ter-
rorism; but when Members of Congress 
asked to see those documents, we’re 
told we can’t have them, there’s a 
problem. And as I pointed out to the 
Attorney General, you gave them to 
the terrorists, don’t you think you 
could give them to Members of Con-
gress? 

b 1440 

Where does your allegiance lie? 
Let Members of Congress see the evi-

dence so we can know who has been 
supporting terrorism. Obviously, this 
administration made the decision not 
to pursue the 200-plus named co-
conspirators in the Holy Land Founda-
tion trial. 

But the Constitution envisioned that 
there would be oversight by Members 
of Congress, that we would come in and 
we’d have a chance to have hearings 
and demand information come forward, 
and when that information didn’t come 

forward, we could just cut off funding 
to that department. It’s called ac-
countability, and there is not being 
any. 

And that’s why you have to have 
someone give information to a trusted 
news reporter like Catherine Herridge 
on the condition of anonymity, because 
this administration has fought trans-
parency, not been a part of making it 
happen. 

The story says: 
Four Americans, including the U.S. Am-

bassador, were killed in the attack, and the 
Obama administration faced intense criti-
cism from Republicans— 

Of course, the story should have said, 
it faced intense criticism from Ameri-
cans from all parties and from all of 
the mainstream media, but it doesn’t 
because they have to report accurately; 
it was only Republicans. 

—in the aftermath over security problems 
and apparent inconsistencies in officials ex-
planation of what happened. Lately, how-
ever, the focus has turned to the attack’s 
survivors, who still have not been named, 6 
months later. 

Separately, a diplomatic security source 
told Fox News the State Department’s diplo-
matic security agent who was in the most se-
rious condition suffered a severe head injury 
during the second wave of the attack at the 
annex from mortar and rocket-propelled gre-
nades. 

The story goes on, but the real story 
is this administration continues to 
stonewall, as it did and has and con-
tinues, on the American individuals 
and organizations that have helped 
support terrorism, that are working 
against the interests of the United 
States of America here in America, on 
our soil. 

This administration has even be-
friended many of those people who 
were named as coconspirators. So I’m 
sure they don’t want all that informa-
tion coming out about their contacts 
and ties with terrorist organizations or 
potentially funding terrorist activity, 
because then it makes the country and 
the world know the administration has 
actually been working with people who 
at least support those who support ter-
rorism. 

More news, too. This was reported on 
3/7: 

The chief of the U.S. Africa Command is 
telling Congress that thousands of shoulder- 
fired antiaircraft weapons from the arsenal 
of deposed Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
remain unaccounted for in Africa and be-
yond. 

We’ve got rocket-propelled grenades 
that are unaccounted for, and this ad-
ministration will not help us get to the 
bottom. I know, I realize it may be em-
barrassing, but Americans have shown 
over and over, whether it was with Ei-
senhower when he came forward, dur-
ing the Eisenhower administration 
when Nixon came forward and gave the 
Checker the Puppy speech and apolo-
gized, and he goes up in the polls, un-
fortunately. 

After the Bay of Pigs horrible atroc-
ity where people, in 1961, had been 
promised air cover by the Kennedy ad-
ministration, and it was pulled within 
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24 hours of the attack, when it was too 
late to let folks know that the Ken-
nedy administration was not going to 
provide air support, and so people were 
slaughtered there in the Bay of Pigs. 
But President Kennedy did a noble 
thing at that point, though he’d made 
a huge mistake. He came on national 
television and said, This was my fault. 
And the American people loved him for 
his honesty in taking responsibility, 
and he went up in the polls. 

It was Eisenhower who told the 
American people, We do not have any 
U–2 planes flying over the Soviet 
Union, when it turned out we did. And 
when he was caught, Gary Powers was 
shot down, he came forward and said, 
I’m so sorry. I should have been totally 
honest with the American people, and I 
wasn’t. Eisenhower went up in the 
polls. 

If Nixon had learned something from 
his 1950s episode of apologizing and 
going up in the American people’s es-
teem, he would have gotten to the root 
of Watergate and may have been able 
to finish his term; but, instead, he 
tried to cover up. 

But in this administration, Fast and 
Furious continues to be covered, 
Benghazi continues to be covered. So 
many things that are going on con-
tinue to be covered up. We can’t get to 
the bottom of things, and it does not 
speak well nor bode well for the future 
of this country. 

Army General Carter Ham tells the Senate 
Armed Services Committee some of those 
weapons, as well as explosives and other 
arms once under Qadhafi’s control, have fall-
en into the hands of extremists in northern 
Mali. He says others have spread to rebel 
groups in Syria. The Qadhafi regime was 
overthrown in 2011. 

Of course, General Ham doesn’t go on 
and mention that the Qadhafi adminis-

tration fell because this administra-
tion, without the consent or advice of 
Congress, only the request from Orga-
nization of Islamic Council and some 
NATO countries, not in the U.S. inter-
est, he goes and starts bombing so that 
these al Qaeda-supported rebels could 
take over from Qadhafi, leading to, ul-
timately, the death of Americans. Any-
way, Ham said at the hearing on Thurs-
day he could not discuss details in pub-
lic, but he did say a U.S. Government 
effort to buy back portable antiaircraft 
weapons from Libya has had only mod-
est success. 

Well, I hope and pray that somebody 
who is more effective than those 
who’ve been at work for the U.S. and 
Libya will be able to get those weapons 
before more Americans die. 

One other thing. The President’s 
going to Israel, and something this ad-
ministration and those advising our 
great President do not understand is, 
when you meet with terrorists, when 
you meet with those who support ter-
rorism, you not only give credibility to 
them, you devastate the morale of 
those who are opposing terrorists. 

So when you beg the Taliban, Please, 
please sit down with us and talk, no 
preconditions; we’ll buy you an office 
in Qatar; we’ll let your bloodthirsty 
thugs loose from our confinement if 
you’ll just sit down with us, when you 
do that, you not only encourage the 
terrorists, you devastate the morale of 
those trying to stand against them. 

It’s happened in Iran, when people 
who were wanting a different, a more 
freedom-loving administration in Iran, 
Iranian people who liked the United 
States, wanted help. They got no en-
couragement from this administration, 
not even verbal encouragement that 
would have meant so much. No, they 

were devastated as we continue to indi-
cate, Look, you know, we can work 
something out, Iran. 

When this administration meets with 
members of terrorist organizations in 
the White House, even though our 
Homeland Security Secretary was to-
tally ignorant of what was going on as 
we found out in answer to my questions 
in our committee hearing, you dev-
astate those in Egypt, people that we 
can talk to around here, and we have, 
who don’t want these crazies in control 
in Egypt who hate America and want 
to annihilate America and Israel. 
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You devastate those who want to be 
on our side and help us. And I talked to 
one just this week who said, What are 
you doing when you encourage or even 
talk to those people who hate you, 
who’ve made that very clear? You hurt 
the rest of us who really want a fair 
and open democratic form of govern-
ment in Egypt. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope and pray-
er that somebody who’s making the de-
cisions at the White House learns from 
history so we don’t keep repeating it. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 51 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, March 
18, 2013, at noon for morning-hour de-
bate. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the fourth quar-
ter of 2012 and the first quarter of 2013 pursuant to Public Law 95–384 are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DAN SCANDLING, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN FEB. 17 AND FEB. 22, 2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Dan Scandling ......................................................... ............. 2 /17 United States ........................................ .................... .................... .................... 9,123.00 .................... .................... .................... 9,123.00 
2 /18 2 /20 Lebanon ................................................ .................... 84.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 84.00 
2 /20 2 /22 Egypt ..................................................... .................... 184.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 184.00 
2 /22 ................. United States ........................................ .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................

Note—$24 was returned to U.S. Treasury. 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 268.00 .................... 9,123.00 .................... .................... .................... 9,391.00 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

DAN SCANDLING, Mar. 4, 2013. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO SWITZERLAND, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 24 AND JAN. 26, 2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Eric Cantor ...................................................... 1 /24 1 /26 Switzerland ........................................... .................... 370.00 .................... (3) .................... 965.36 .................... 1,335.36 
Hon. Kay Granger .................................................... 1 /24 1 /26 Switzerland ........................................... .................... 370.00 .................... (3) .................... 526.33 .................... 896.33 
Hon. Jeff Fortenberry ............................................... 1 /24 1 /26 Switzerland ........................................... .................... 370.00 .................... (3) .................... 964.90 .................... 1,334.90 
Hon. Patrick McHenry .............................................. 1 /24 1 /26 Switzerland ........................................... .................... 370.00 .................... (3) .................... 1,048.04 .................... 1,418.04 
Hon. Darrell Issa ..................................................... 1 /24 1 /26 Switzerland ........................................... .................... 370.00 .................... (3) .................... 965.36 .................... 1,335.36 
Hon. Mario Diaz-Balart ............................................ 1 /24 1 /26 Switzerland ........................................... .................... 370.00 .................... (3) .................... 965.36 .................... 1,335.36 
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